Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine up to date, and orientated in the direction of a chemical basis for the well-known morphological phenomena of inflammation. In translation from the original French a number of errors of grammar and spelling have resulted, and some of the chemical nomenclature is confused. The book ends with a useful list of 200 references, and would be of value both to the specialist in this field and to the general reader. This compilation of essays is a gallant attempt to present every aspect of modem endocrinology. The individual contributions are well written, authoritative and adequately documented but the book fails because too many contributors have been allotted too little space to discuss too many subjects. Excellent as some of these factual snippets are, they do not penetrate deeply enough into the subject to provide a proper review of endocrinology.
The text is reasonably up to date but it is astonishing to find no mention of autoimmunization in thyroid disease or human intersex in the light of nuclear sexing.
The book is beautifully produced but expensive for a publication that will require another edition in a short while if it is going to record modem trends. This book should be read by all who are concerned with planning biochemical investigations. If the author's practical advice is followed by clinicians, the laboratories will not be burdened by inessential work. This outstanding work is based on the long-term study of 293 consecutive patients with rheumatoid arthritis admitted to the medical wards of the Massachusetts General Hospital between 1930 and 1936, and treated by simple medical and orthopxvdic measures. 293 non-rheumatic subjects of the same age and sex were studied as controls. Patients were selected only if they fuffilled certain rigid criteria. These criteria, together with the differential diagnosis of rheumatoid arthritis, are discussed at length in one of the most interesting chapters of the book.
Biochemical Investigations in
The study is divided into two parts: (1) a cross-sectional study of the disease in which are listed factors preceding and associated with the onset, and the type of course prior to hospital admission, and (2) a long-term follow-up, patients being reassessed first in 1937 and subsequently in 1947 and 1954. It reveals that among factors which indicate a good prognosis are: (1) male sex, (2) age under 40 on admission, (3) duration of arthritis of less than a year before admission, (4) unilateral joint involvement at the onset. This is without doubt the most important book about rheumatoid arthritis to appear for a long time. Inc. 1958 . The second edition of Sugar's monograph on glaucoma has made its appearance six years after the first. As would be expected it has increased in size because of the immense amount of work which has been carried out in the interim period. The highlights of advance include tonography as a method of examination and the information which it has yielded; the introduction of Diamox as a therapeutic agent; the reintroduction of peripheral iridectomy as standard surgery for early closed-angle glaucoma; the demonstration of aqueous veins and their pathways from Schlemm's canal and the biochemical discoveries from a close study of the intra-ocular fluid.
Although the new work has entailed a revision of the text it has not lost its unity. Each chapter deals with a circumscribed aspect and is complete in itself. The busy clinician need not be fearful of complicated technical jargon because all sides of the glaucoma
